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SUBJECT: BAUXITE TESTIMONY 

REE: STATE 163969 

1. TEXT OF ASST. SEC. ENDERS TESTIMONY CONTAINED REFTEL 

MOST WELCOME FOR OUR GUIDANCE AND EDUCATION ON WHOLE COMMODITY 
PICTURE, BAUXITE IN PARTICULAR. 

2. WE HAVE MADE COPIES OF STATEMENT AVAILABLE TO SURALCO 
MANAGING DIRECTOR, MINPRESIDENT ARRONS, MINDEVELOPMENT CAMBRIDGE, 
AND IBA SECGEN-DESIGNATE GUDA. LATTER REMARKED THAT WHILE 
STATEMENT ADDS LITTLE TO WHAT ALREADY KNOWN OE USG POSITION 

ON QUESTION, IT IS EXCEEDINGLY CLEAR AND USEFUL EXPOSITION 
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BE OF INTEREST TO ARRON AND CAMBRIDGE, GUDA CONSENTED TO ACT 
AS CONDUIT FOR PASSING TEXT TO THEM, UNDERLINING INFORMAL 
NATURE OF DISTRIBUTION. 

3. TESTIMONY, I BELIEVE, MAY BE STRONG MEDICINE FOR LOCAL 
AUDIENCE, OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL. I AM CONCERNED THAT MEDIA, 
MOST OF WHICH HAVE SENSATIONALIZED BAUXITE ISSUE, WILL PLAY 
UP PORTIONS OF TESTIMONY AS INTIMIDATING GESTURE BY USG. 

IT WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE IF LOCAL PRESS, WHICH TAKES SOMEWHAT 
LOP-SIDED INTEREST IN BAUXITE QUESTION, WERE TO REPRESENT 
STATEMENT TO PUBLIC AS EFFORT TO INFLUENCE GOS BARGAINING 
POSITION WHILE STILL IN PROCESS OF FORMULATION. MOREOVER, 

MY LIMITED KNOWLEDGE OF ARRON'S CHARACTER SUGGESTS HE WOULD 
NOT WELCOME HAVING TO RESPOND TO POSSIBLE MEDIA FLURRY OVER 
SUPPOSED USG INTERFERENCE. ALTHOUGH MEDIA MAY PICK UP TEXT 
FROM OTHER SOURCES, FOREGOING ARGUES AGAINST CONGEN SUPPLYING 
IT TO THEM EVEN INDIRECTLY. REQUEST DEPT COMMENTS. 
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